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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS. 303 

with well-known historical characters (cf. Jahrb., n, p. 159 seq.). It is to 
be regretted that the important question of the chronology of the inscribed 
vases, as determined by their technique and decoration, is inadequately con- 
sidered, that the treatment in general is sketchy, and that the bibliographic 
notes are meagre and unsatisfactory. — F. Studniczka, in D. Idteratur- 
zeitung, 1890, No. 35. 

CHRISTIAN ARCHAEOLOGY. 

J. v. Antoniewicz. Ikonographisches zu Chrestien de Troyes. 8vo, 

pp. 28. Erlangen and Leipzig, 1890. 

This essay is valuable in containing not only an admirable discussion 
of a French ivory-casket of the fourteenth century rediscovered at Cracow 
in 1881, but also some excellent remarks on the importance of the com- 
parative study of the monuments of art and of literature, especially poetry, 
of the Middle Ages, a subject that has been sadly neglected. This casket 
furnishes a charming example of the union of the poetical legends with 
the illustrator's art of the fourteenth century ; here are represented the 
storming of the Minne castle, the story of Alexander, Aristotle and Phyllis, 
of Pyramus and Thisbe, of Tristan and Isold, together with suggestions of 
mediaeval animal fables, tales of giants, gnomes, etc. Certain peculiar 
features in the romance of Chrestien de Troyes (Launcelot and Gawain) 
are figured in this work of art, which leads to the suggestion that the poet's 
conceptions were to a certain extent moulded by the pictorial or carved 
representations. — Fr. Schneider, in D. Idteraturzeitung, 1891, No. 1. 

F. Geegoeovius. Geschichte der Stadt Athen im Mittelatter. 2 

Bande. Stuttgart, 1889 ; Cotta. 20 marks. 

Alike for form and substance, this history deserves to take rank, as a 
classic, beside th e works of Gibbon and Finlay. During the period from the 
sixth to the twelfth century A. d., Athens, according to the ordinary view, 
had no history, while for the period from the twelfth to the fifteenth cen- 
tury the dynastic and political facts are highly complicated and the ma- 
terials extraordinarily scattered. Nevertheless, by virtue of a wonderful 
constructive power, Gregorovius has succeeded in making a work at once 
instructive and fascinating. The reader is enchained by the vigorous style, 
the ingenuity in hypothesis, the masterly arrangement, above all by the 
ample background of political and social history, a background on which, 
to be sure, the picture of the city of Athens sometimes appears like a 
microscopic figure on a gigantic canvas. Gregorovius has given us more 
than a history of Athens ; it is a history of the Greek provinces of the 
Byzantine Empire. — K. Keumbacher, in Berl. philol. Woch., 1890, No. 2. 



